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Toxic Dioxin Emissions Cause
MaineLegidlature To
Ban Back Yard Trash Burning

Health concerns a top
priority for Maine legislators

Concernfor thehedlth of Mainecitizens
wasahigh priority for Legidatorsthis
session when they voted to prohibit
back yardtrash burning. Thehill,
introduced by Senators Treat and
Representative Cowger, wasto reduce
theformation and release of dioxinto
Maine senvironmern.

Theamount of plasticsinhousehold
trash and theincomplete combustion
and low temperatures characteristic of
burn barrdls, result intheformation of
dioxinsandfurans.

A recent inventory of dioxin air
emissionsin Maine revealed that
back yard burning is responsible for

the use of ailmost 10,000 backyard burn
barrelsacrossrural Maine. That study aso
identified the hedlth effectsof dioxin
emissionsfrom backyard burn barrels.

Growing evidence of health
impacts motivate new waste

Strategy

Inadditionto | © bidt
aggravaing S
respiratory
diseasesand
uppressing
our immune
systems,
exposureto
toxic smokefrom burn barrelscanlead to
chronic diseases such asemphysemaand
cancer, reproductive disordersand devel -
opmentd disorders.

Changes in the composition of our wastes
have contributed to an increase in the
health risks of backyard burning.

more than 25% of the dioxins re-
leased to Maineair. Itis, infact, the
number once source of dioxin air
emissionsin the state.

A 1997 legidative study by theDe-
partments of Conservation and
Environmental Protection documented

Our legidatorsvoiced the hopefor
eventudly divertingdl of our “plagtic-
waste, dioxin-forming products’ toland
disposd rather thantoincineration. In
themeantime, they encourage usdl to
reevaluate our purchasing habitsand
consder recyclability when buying
modern day consumer products.

“It is the policy of the Sate to reduce the total release of dioxin and
mercury to the environment with the goal of its continued minimization
and,where feasible, ultimate elimination.” 38MRSA S2132, SubS4




rash Burning
Facts

Why isit bad?

Backyard burn barrelsand
woodstoves producelow
temperaturefires. Burningtrash
at theselow temperatures pro-
ducesalot of smokeand releases
many toxic pollutants. Exposure
to these pollutants can cause
serioushedth problems.

Why isit better to landfill such
products or send your trash to a
municipal waste incinerator?

Theaveragedioxin/furan pollutants
released totheair from burning
50-900 pounds of household
wastein burn barrelsisequivalent
to:

% burning 400,000 pounds of
wasteinamodern, well-
controlled incinerator, or

% zeroaremissons
whenlandfilled.

Who can peopleturn to for help
in under standing the new law?

% Loca firewardens
% Local CEO 9Selectmen
% Didtrict Forest Fire Rangers

Contact phone number for
directory of
District Forest Fire Rangers.
1- (800) 750-9777

What are the important
changesin the law?

Out-of-door burning of highly combustibletrash isprohib-
ited asof September 21, 2001. Thisincludesthe burning of
trashin campfires, outdoor fireplacesand any type of open or
closed container such asburn barrelsor unlicensed incinerators.

Out of door burning of construction and demolition debris con-
taining plastics (vinyl), rubber, styrofoam, metal, food wastes or
chemicalsisalso prohibited asof September 21, 2001 .

Thelaw d sorequiresthe Department of Environmeta Protection
to educate peopl e about dioxin-forming products. Theseare
productsthat contain polyvinyl chloride (PV C) or polyvinyl lidene
chloride. Whenincinerated, these plasticsreleasedioxinsto the
environment.

What does that mean for
our town?

If your municipality haspermitted back yard trash burning, it no
longer can. The DEPisalso asking those who issue open burning
permitstohelp educate the public onthenew law. You cando
thisby providing themthehalf page‘ publicflyer’ or acopy of
thishandout. Copiesarebeing provided to municipa officialsby
the DER, the State Planning Office and from the Department of
Conservation Forest Fire Control Division.

Other thanthelegal requirements, there are some other key points
you could passaong.

* For somepeople (e.g.rura storesfor example) bundling up
folded cardboard for disposal or recyclingisan effort, butitis
well worthitintermsof hedlthier air.

*Othersmight think burningin their woodstovesisan option, but
itisimportant to understand that thosetoxic fumesinsidetheir
homesarean even greater healthrisk for their families. I1taso
greatly increasesthe chance of chimney fires.

*|f trash disposal feesareused inyour town, it’sapossibility
some folks might decideto practiceroadsidedumping. That's a
nasty problem becauseit attractsrodentsand thetown can be
faced withthe costsof cleaningit up. Your local codeenforce-
ment officer or sheriff caninvestigate such problems.



What materials are causing
thetoxic air problem?

Today’strash containsanumber of materia swhich, when burned,
releasetoxicair pollutants. We need to reducethetoxic nature of
our waste stream that goesto incinceration because of the poten-
tia for seriousheal th effectsand contamination of our food supply.

Incineration of PV C plastic waste contributesto dioxin pollution.
Itistheonly plastic that formssignificant amountsof dioxinwhen
burned. Eveninmunicipa wasteincineratorsit isbetter toavoid
burning PV Csto reduceair pollutant level sand toxic ash disposal.
Lesspolluting dternativesexist for most usesof PV C plastic.

I dentifying Modern Trash - Dioxin Hazards
Although it is not required, dioxin-forming PVC products may
be labeled. Look for the *plastics recycling label’ on
the product or its original packaging. Any of these gpw,
symbols, letters or words may be used: the number 3 '-3",
inside a triangle next to the letter V; PVC, PVDC; or pvc

Source
Reduction
Strategies

Thedateiscurrently sudyingthe
feasibility of diverting PVC
wastesfromincinerationto
recyling and/or landfilling.

Inthe meantime, we can makea
differenceby RETHINKING
our purchasing habitstoavoid
putting PV C productsinthe
waste stream.
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* LessPolluting Alter nativesto PVC Plastics

PACKAGING
L ook for food, cosmetics and househol d productsin containersmade
from glass, paper or recyclable plastics (#1-PETE, #2-HDPE, #4-
LDPE, #5-PP) instead of PVC (#3,V). Look for boxesof film
wrap that identify their product aspolyethylene (#4) filmwraprather
than PVCplagtic filmwrap
CONSUMER GOODS
Substitute HDPE or PP productsfor PV C toys (dolls,pools, beach
balls), eectronics(computers,phones), vinyl tubing, fabrics, etc.
HOME FURNISHINGS
Buy natural wall coveringsand linoleum flooring instead of vinyl
treatments and; choose nylon or HDPE shower curtainsrather than
aPVC product.

We consumer s can spend less
on productswith excessive
amountsof packaging or non-
recyclablematerids- by
PreCyclingwhenweshop! Let
retailersknow you prefer to buy
containersthat arereusable or
recyclable. Tell thestoreman-
ager if youknow of aternatives
they can provide.

Wherecan | learn more?

WwWWw.mal nedep.com
www.recyclemaine.com
WWW.maineenvironment.org

W hat choices do we have?

Reduce, Reuse, Redeem, Return, Refill,
Rebuild, Reclaim, Recycle & Rethink
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Dioxin pollution causeslegislatorsto ban
open burning of wastes!

Burning trash to save a few
dollars isn't worth the price of
your family’s health.

It's downright dangerousto
: breathe that smoke.
People face serious health risks including:

*aggravated asthma & respiratory ailments,

*impaired (physical and mental) growth & development of children

*substantial cancer risk and increased risks of diabetes, endometriosis and damage
to the reproductive system.
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